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ACT 1 

SCENE ONE 

 

Lights up on OLD LOUIE and TODD at a party in the park. Everyone else is younger than these two old 

men, late 40s. LOUIE looks quite uncomfortable. Someone accidently bumps into LOUIE. 

 

LOUIE: Jesus! Dick! 

LOUIE looks around, even more discomforted 

LOUIE: Why did you wanna come here?  

TODD shrugs his shoulders 

TODD: Chicks. 

LOUIE shuffles around the party, looking at various women. He frowns and turns back to TODD. 

LOUIE: These girls are about 15 years old. 

TODD: How old are we? 

Silence as LOUIE looks around. He spies a couple of kids smoking pot. 

LOUIE: People are smoking pot in public now. I kinda liked it when it was illegal. 

TODD nods in agreement 

LOUIE: Some of these kids are Lily’s age. 

TODD: How old is LILY? 

LOUIE points to a kid, smoking with her friends. 

LOUIE: Look at this kid - my DAUGHTER’s 12 years old. 

LOUIE suddenly realises that it is his DAUGHTER, LILY. He runs over to her and knocks the joint out of 

her hands. He then grabs her arm and drags her away from the rest of the kids. The party disappears 

as LOUIE confronts LILY. LOUIE leads her around in a circle onstage, whilst LILY screams and kicks up 

a fuss 

LILY: I wasn’t doing anything! Daddy, stop it, you're embarrassing me! Daddy, stop! Dad, stop it! 

Dad, stop, let go of me! You're embarrassing me. I wasn't doing anything! Stop it! Dad-- Oh, my God, 

Dad, stop. Daddy! Daddy, stop it, I wasn't doing anything. Daddy. Daddy! Daddy, listen to me, okay? 

Dad, stop it. 

LOUIE drags LILY to the centre of the stage 

LOUIE: Sit down, sit! Sit! (Gasping, exacerbated.) Oh my God. Oh. My. God. 

LILY: I didn’t do anything- 

LOUIE: I saw you!  I saw you! You're 12 years old! Oh, my God. 

 

END SCENE 
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SCENE TWO 

 

Lights up on LOUIE and LILY in a fast-food restaurant. LILY is eating ravenously as LOUIE looks at her 

in equal parts fascination and disgust. 

LOUIE: Lily 

LILY: (Obnoxiously) What? 

LOUIE: Don't-- You don't do that. You don't do that right now. (Silence from LILY) You're in a lot of 

trouble. Your mom, ugh She's gonna kill you. 

LILY: I don’t care. 

LOUIE: What happened to you? 

LILY: Nothing. 

LOUIE: You know, you think you can-- You think you can handle this. You think this is fun? You can't 

handle this, Lily. 

LILY: What do you know about it? 

YOUNG LOUIE walks onto the stage with his mother, SANDRA. OLD LOUIE and LILY exit offstage. It is 

now the 70’s, and SANDRA is walking LOUIE to school.  

SANDRA: You excited to go to school today? 

LOUIE: You excited to go to work today? 

SANDRA laughs. 

SANDRA: You know what? I am excited. You should always be excited when you're given another 

day. You know, another day is another chance at something, I don't know. 

LOUIE: Okay. But I hate this school. 

SANDRA: Ah it’s your last year doing GCSEs. Next year, you'll be in College. 

SANDRA and LOUIE stop centre-stage. 

SANDRA: Have a good one. 

LOUIE: Bye, Mum. Thanks. 

SANDRA: Thanks for thanking me. 

SANDRA walks off-stage, and LOUIE takes a deep breath and walks off-stage in the opposite 

direction. Light’s go down 

END SCENE 
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SCENE 3  

Lights up on a classroom full of school kids, including LOUIE, BRAD and DANNY. MR HOFFMAN, the 

teacher, is leading the class. 

HOFFMAN: Thus concludes our unit on minerals. Which you all pretty much tanked. (Class laughing) 

But onward. 

HOFFMAN points towards a complicated symbol on the chalkboard. 

HOFFMAN: Okay, who can tell me what this is? Anyone. 

Silence  

HOFFMAN: Does anyone know what this is? Nobody knows what this is? 

More silence 

HOFFMAN:  That's too bad. I don't know either, I was hoping you could help. 

Class laughs. 

HOFFMAN: Okay, we got six months left together. Now, I could move from mineral to rocks, which, I 

mean, who cares? I want to teach you based on what makes you curious. Okay? So we're gonna do a 

new unit of work every week based on you, and what interests you. So what in the realm of science 

interests you? Who's got a question about science? Anyone— 

BRAD raises his hand  

HOFFMAN: Brad?  

BRAD: Is it true that you can light a fart on fire? 

Class giggles 

HOFFMAN: Excellent question! Can you light a fart on fire?  

HOFFMAN goes over to the board and starts writing. 

HOFFMAN: Can you light a fart on fire!  

HOFFMAN underlines fire. 

HOFFMAN: Fire! Can you light a fart on fire? So, how do we answer this question? Let's look in the 

great book of scientific knowledge. 

HOFFMAN grabs a science book and flicks through it. 

HOFFMAN: Fart…Fart…You ever seen fart in the book? Fart gotta be in here. Formaldehyde, fallout, 

farming technology  

Class laughs 
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HOFFMAN: Nope, no farts in the book. So let's do an experiment. Brad, would you like to be our 

farter? 

BRAD: Umm…I don’t have a fart right now. 

HOFFMAN: Nope? Okay, who has a fart? Who has a fart in them? Who feels that they could fart 

right now in the interest of science? Anyone? I'm really just asking the boys here. I don't expect-- I 

don't wanna see a girl fart. 

LOUIE puts his hand up. 

HOFFMAN: Louie? Louie, come on up. 

LOUIE gets up to the front of the classroom whilst HOFFMAN turns on a Bunsen burner. 

HOFFMAN: Okay. Louie is gonna provide the fuel. I will provide initial combustion. Don't worry, 

Louie, you're safe. 

HOFFMAN takes a deep breath 

HOFFMAN: Okay, Louie, bend over the desk. This may be my last day here. 

Class laughs 

HOFFMAN: Okay, Louie. Ready? 

LOUIE: mm-hmm. 

HOFFMAN: One, two, three, fart!  

LOUIE grunts, but no reaction.  

HOFFMAN: I thought you said you had one. 

LOUIE: I do, I just- 

HOFFMAN: What, you got performance anxiety? 

LOUIE: I, I- 

HOFFMAN: Look, okay, okay. Just relax, just take a deep breath. Take it easy. All right, come on, Lou. 

Do it for science. Galileo, Einstein, Louie. 

Class laughs. LOUIE farts and the flames gets bigger momentarily. 

HOFFMAN: Whoa! 

Class applauds. 

HOFFMAN: Nice fart! 

HOFFMAN gives LOUIE a high-five, LOUIE sits back down. 
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HOFFMAN: And so, methane gas-- methane gas, which is combustible, has been generated 

organically inside of young Louie.  

Bell rings 

HOFFMAN: So, this week we will explore organic fuel sources. 

Tomorrow we're gonna blow up a sweet potato! 

Enthusiasm from the class. They all begin to leave, LOUIE is the last one going out. 

HOFFMAN: Louie, nice job. 

LOUIE: Thank you. 

HOFFMAN: Thanks for helping out. 

LOUIE: It's okay. 

HOFFMAN: Say, could you, uh, come in early tomorrow, help me set up the potato thing?  

LOUIE: Sure, yeah. 

HOFFMAN: Great. 

DANIELLE walks into class. 

DANIELLE: Dad? 

HOFFMAN: Uh, yeah? 

DANIELLE: Can you give me a ride home? 

HOFFMAN: Sure thing, sweet pea. 

DANIELLE leaves. HOFFMAN puts a hand on LOUIE’S shoulder. 

HOFFMAN: You looking at my daughter? 

LOUIE: No- 

HOFFMAN: Don’t look at my daughter. Don’t you ever in your life- 

HOFFMAN starts laughing. 

HOFFMAN: Hey, take it easy, I'm kidding. I'm kidding! Please look at my daughter. Hey, ask her out. 

Why don't you take her to the dance? Are you gonna go to the dance? 

LOUIE: I…I don’t know 

HOFFMAN: Come on, Louie, please, take my daughter to the dance. I don't want one of these 

hormonal creatures in this school taking her. Huh, will you think about it? Think about taking her. 
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LOUIE: I don’t know- 

HOFFMAN: Just think about it. Think about. 

LOUIE nods 

HOFFMAN: That a’ boy! Thanks, Louie. I'll see you tomorrow for potatoes. 

LOUIE: Yes sir, see you tomorrow. 

LOUIE exits the classroom as lights go down. 

END SCENE 
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SCENE 3 

Lights up on the cafeteria. LOUIE and BRAD are eating lunch at a table. 

BRAD: We were playing basketball in Mike's driveway. And I had to take a piss. So I go upstairs, and 

I'm walking by his parents’ bedroom. So the door is wide open and his mum is standing there with 

just a skirt on. I saw her tits. 

LOUIE: No you didn’t 

BRAD: What if I did? 

LOUIE: You didn’t see Mike’s mum’s tits. Just stop. 

BRAD: You going to the dance? 

LOUIE: I dunno man, I hate dances. I mean, you stand there, you have to wear, like, a shirt, you ask 

girls to dance. No one wants to dance. 

BRAD: Last year at the dance, some kid brought a jug of vodka. 

LOUIE: Vodka? 

BRAD suddenly notices the bully, DANNY. BRAD walks over to him. 

BRAD: Uh, can I get my glasses?  

DANNY: What for? 

BRAD: I have a test after lunch. 

DANNY pulls a bunch of glasses from his bag and rifles through them. 

DANNY: These ones here yours? 

BRAD: Thanks. 

BRAD takes the glasses. 

DANNY: You’ve gotta give them back though. 

BRAD: Of course. 

BRAD and LOUIE start to walk away, but DANNY stops LOUIE. BRAD scurries away. 

DANNY: Hey, you gotta problem? 

LOUIE: No? 

DANNY: You want one? 

LOUIE: What? 
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DANNY goes up to LOUIE. 

DANNY: Hold on a second. I think I'm gonna kick your ass. What do you think? Is that a good idea?  

LOUIE: No, I don’t think so. 

DANNY: Oh you don’t? Why not? 

LOUIE: ‘Cause I wouldn’t like it. 

DANNY: Oh, okay, well, I'll give you some options. I can hit you one time now, then in like two, three 

weeks I'll hit you again. Like, you know, spread it out over time. Or I can just kick the shit out of you 

right now. What do you think? 

LOUIE: First one sounds good? I’ll do the first one. 

DANNY: All right, why don't you put your tray down for a second? 

LOUIE puts his tray down, then DANNY punches him in the shoulder. 

DANNY: All right, good job. Uh, today's Wednesday, I'll see you on the 21st. 

DANNY leaves. LOUIE spots LAURIE, his crush, with a bunch of girls eating lunch. He goes over to 

them. 

LOUIE: Hey LAURIE. 

LAURIE: Yeah? 

LOUIE: Are you going to the dance? 

LAURIE: Yeah, why? 

LOUIE: Oh, I- I just, uh, thought, you know, if, uh- if I go- I mean, if we go, just, you know if I go too, 

then we'll both be there?  

LAURIE: What? 

The girls snicker 

LOUIE: Like, I'll see you there. It'll be like you'll be there, I'll be there with you being there. Like, 

together, we'll both be there.  

Silence 

LOUIE: So I'll see you at the dance? 

LAURIE: Yeah, if you’re going. 

LOUIE: Good. 

LOUIE walks back to the centre of the stage, where BRAD has reappeared. 
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LOUIE:  So, I, uh, I asked Laurie Sevetta to the dance. She said yes. 

BRAD: No she didn’t. 

LOUIE: Yeah she did. 

BRAD: You’re taking Laurie Sevetta to the dance? 

LOUIE: Well, I’m meeting her there. 

Silence. 

BRAD: What? 

Lights down. 

END SCENE 
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SCENE 4 

Lights up LOUIE’S bedroom. It only fills up one half of the bedroom (THIS IS IMPORTANT FOR SET 

DESIGN!) LOUIE is getting ready for the dance. SANDRA calls from offstage.  

SANDRA: Hello? 

LOUIE: Hi, I’m here! 

SANDRA enters, she’s just come back from work. 

SANDRA: Hi. 

LOUIE: Hi mum. 

SANDRA: Oh, my God, I'm so tired. Did you get a chance to get yourself some dinner? 

LOUIE: I made myself a hotdog. 

SANDRA: That sounds good. 

LOUIE: You want one? 

SANDRA: No I’m, I’m fine.  

SANDRA eyes LOUIE’S smart(ish) clothes 

SANDRA: What are you-- Oh, my God, the dance is tonight. Oh, Louie, I forgot. 

LOUIE: Mum, it’s alright. 

SANDRA: No, I was gonna take you shopping for clothes for that. 

LOUIE: Mom, it's fine. I don't care about clothes. 

SANDRA: Do you need anything? You want £10 for after?  

LOUIE: What after?  

SANDRA: I don't know. Don't you guys, like, go get Chinese food after the dance? 

LOUIE shrugs his shoulders. SANDRA reaches into her bag. 

SANDRA: Here, let me give you £10. It'll make me feel like less of a bad mum. 

SANDRA hands LOUIE £10. 

LOUIE: Thanks. 

SANDRA exits. Lights down. 

END SCENE 
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SCENE 5 

Lights up on the school dance. LOUIE is shuffling around awkwardly. He spots LAURIE over in the 

corner, but as he goes up to her, she starts to dance with someone else. Then, he sees DANIELLE, and 

smiles at her. She smiles back. As he goes over to her, BRAD intercepts him. 

BRAD: Come here. 

LOUIE: What do you want? 

BRAD: Just come with me! 

LOUIE: What?! 

BRAD: Let’s go! 

The party dissipates, and BRAD and LOUIE are outside. 

LOUIE: Okay, what are we doing? 

BRAD: We’re doing this. 

BRAD produces a spliff from his pocket. 

LOUIE: Where did you get that? 

BRAD: I stole it from my brother. 

LOUIE: Holy shit. 

BRAD: We’re gonna smoke this right now. We’re gonna get high on pot! 

LOUIE: I’ve never done that before. 

BRAD: Me neither! 

LOUIE takes his arm and drags BRAD. 

LOUIE: Let’s go to the woods. 

They walk offstage. Lights turn green with woodland gauze. BRAD and LOUIE stumble onstage. 

BRAD trips over. 

BRAD: Cock! 

LOUIE: You stepped on a cock? 

BRAD: Jesus! 

LOUIE laughs. 

BRAD: Okay, give me a light. 
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LOUIE: I don’t have matches. 

BRAD: Aw shit! 

LOUIE: You didn’t get matches? 

Suddenly, DANNY bursts out from behind the bushes. 

DANNY: Boo! 

BRAD and LOUIE leap back. DANNY laughs. 

DANNY: Ha! Scared the shit outta you two idiots! 

DANNY proceeds to light up a cigarette. 

BRAD: Let’s go. 

LOUIE: Wait, hold on. Can you give us a light? 

DANNY: What for? 

LOUIE: It’s for this. 

LOUIE holds up the spliff. 

DANNY: Where’d you get that? 

LOUIE: It’s mine. 

DANNY: I could just kick your ass and take it from you, right? 

LOUIE: Yeah, you could. 

DANNY contemplates this for a moment, then shakes his head. 

DANNY: Look, we’re gonna share this, alright?  

BRAD: Have you ever done this. 

DANNY smiles, and lights the joint. Lights down.  

END SCENE 
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SCENE 6 

Lights up on DANNY’S bedroom (AGAIN, ONLY HALF THE STAGE!). BRAD, LOUIE and DANNY are 

smoking and getting high. LOUIE is on the bed, checking out records as music plays in the back 

ground. BRAD is trying to roll. 

BRAD: I need papers.  

LOUIE: So you see, this is supposed to be a horse. 

DANNY: I don’t see a horse there. 

BRAD: I need papers! Who’s got papers made of paper? 

DANNY punches him in the arm. 

DANNY: Shut up you clown. 

BRAD shoves him back. 

BRAD: Stop it you stupid asshole. 

LOUIE: OOOOOOH 

BRAD: You’re making me spill the pot. 

DANNY: Jesus Christ. Calm down, brat. 

LOUIE: Hey, when are you gonna finish rolling that? 

BRAD: I don’t. Have. Papers. 

LOUIE and DANNY giggle. 

BRAD: You guys are such dicks. 

LOUIE rolls off the bed. 

DANNY: What’re you doing on the floor? Let’s go buddy, speed it up! 

BRAD: I’m working on it! 

DANNY: We don’t have all day. 

On the other side of the stage, lights up on OLD LOUIE and LILY in the fast-food restaurant. 

LILY: Can I have another? 

LOUIE: Yes, sweetpea. 

OLD LOUIE gets up. Lights down 

END SCENE 
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SCENE 7 

Lights up on LOUIE and SANDRA walking to school. LOUIE has his headphones on. He seems tired 

and dishevelled. 

SANDRA: Hey. 

No reply. SANDRA yanks the headphones off LOUIE’S head. 

SANDRA: Hey. 

LOUIE: What? 

SANDRA: You okay? You seem tired. 

LOUIE: Yeah, I’m okay. 

SANDRA: Hmm. 

LOUIE puts his headphones back on. SANDRA exits. The stage turns into the boy’s toilets, with BRAD 

and DANNY putting a long piece of string in a toilet and flushing it. 

LOUIE: What’re we doing here? 

DANNY: We’re doing science. 

LOUIE: Science huh? We got any weed?  

DANNY: I’m all out. How about you man? 

BRAD: I’m all out 

LOUIE: Well, let’s go find Warren then. 

DANNY: Warren’s straight out too. 

LOUIE: Shit! Who else then. 

BRAD: I dunno. Warren is the only one who ever has any. 

LOUIE: What about your brother? 

BRAD: He joined the Marines. 

LOUIE: Alright, well where does Warren get it? 

BRAD: From Jamie Davies. 

LOUIE: Jamie Davies? Well let’s go ask him! 

DANNY: I dunno. That guy’s a drug dealer. For real. 



Ben Webber  In The Woods 

15 
 

LOUIE: I know where he lives. We can go hit him up. 

DANNY: So you’re gonna go up to Jamie Davies’ house and knock on his door? 

DANNY gets a bin and lights up something. 

BRAD: What is that? 

DANNY: Quarter-stick of dynamite. 

LOUIE: Oh shit! 

The boys head behind the cubicle as the dynamite blows up, setting the bin on fire. The boys laugh. 

DANNY: Holy shit. 

MR MINER rushes in. 

MINER: What in the hell was that?! What is going on in here?! Did you do that?! Was it you? There 

are flames! Did you do that? 

MINER looks at DANNY, who has his arms crossed, smiling. 

MINER: Danny. 

DANNY: What’s up, Mr Miner? 

MINER: Alright. You boys get to class. Go, get to class. 

The boys exit. MINER sighs. 

MINER: Goddamnit. 

Lights out. 

END SCENE 
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SCENE 8 

Lights up on JAMIE DAVIES’ apartment. LOUIE is knocking on his door. JAMIE, smoking a cigarette, 

opens it. 

JAMIE: What’s this? What’s this? 

LOUIE: Um…I was wandering if I could…make a purchase. 

Silence. Then JAMIE laughs. 

JAMIE: You shitting me? 

LOUIE: I’m sorry. 

LOUIE turns to leave. 

JAMIE: Who are you? Come here, come here. 

LOUIE stops. 

JAMIE: Come over here. 

JAMIE grabs LOUIE by his jacket. 

JAMIE: You know you got a lotta balls coming over here? You an asshole or what? 

JAMIE blows smoke in LOUIE’S face. LOUIE coughs. 

JAMIE: You an asshole?  

LOUIE shakes his head. JAMIE laughs. 

JAMIE: Come on, get in here. 

JAMIE takes LOUIE by the shoulder and leads him into the apartment. 

JAMIE: Have a seat. 

LOUIE sits down to next to a table with scales. 

JAMIE: So what’s your name? 

LOUIE: Louie. 

JAMIE: Louie? Alright Louie, here you are. 

JAMIE hands LOUIE a joint. 

LOUIE: How much? 

JAMIE: Nah, social. 
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LOUIE lights up. 

JAMIE: So how old are ya? 

LOUIE: Like, sixteen. 

JAMIE: Like sixteen?  

JAMIE laughs. 

JAMIE: How old are you? 

LOUIE: Sixteen. 

JAMIE: Sixteen years. Jesus Christ. I didn’t smoke weed until I was twenty. 

LOUIE looks at JAMIE. 

JAMIE: Hey look, I’m not lecturing you or anything. I mean, you make your choices, right? I don’t 

know your life. You know mine?  

LOUIE: No, I don’t know yours. 

JAMIE: No you don’t. 

JAMIE puts a cigarette in his mouth, tries to light it but fails. 

JAMIE: Piece of shit. 

JAMIE throws his lighter away.  

JAMIE: Hey, give me that lighter. 

JAMIE takes the lighter off LOUIE. 

JAMIE: You don’t know mine, right? You never know. Look at all this shit. Look at this. 

JAMIE gestures towards the joints, bags and scales. 

JAMIE: All this, this is, uh, this is nothing, this is no big deal, right? This is like a plant that grows in 

the ground. It's, uh look, what if we, uh, took a mulberry bush and put it in some papers? Think 

people would give a shit? No. 

LOUIE: Maybe the mulberry bush wouldn’t like it? 

JAMIE chuckles. 

JAMIE: You’re a pisser. Alright, how much you want? 

LOUIE: Um…I don’t know. Some pot? 

JAMIE grabs a small bag and places it on the scales. 
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JAMIE: Alright look, a quarter ounce is ten quid. You want that? You want that. 

LOUIE: Yeah. 

JAMIE bangs the scales. 

JAMIE: Come on you piece of shit scale. 

LOUIE: They have scales just like that at my school. 

JAMIE: That right? 

LOUIE: Yeah in science class, just like that one. 

JAMIE: Ah, whoop-de-doo. 

JAMIE gives LOUIE the bag. 

JAMIE: Here you are. Mission accomplished. Money on table, please. 

LOUIE puts the money on the table. 

LOUIE: Thanks for the uh…yeah. 

LOUIE gets up and is going to leave. JAMIE goes to the door. 

JAMIE: Alright. So you uh…can get me one of those scales from your school? Is that what we’re 

saying?  

LOUIE: I- 

JAMIE: Don’t answer, don’t answer. You get me one of those scales I’ll give you two ounces for it. 

Alright? I know a lot of guys that need these. I can turn them over. So uh…as many as you can get? Is 

that what we’re saying? Don’t answer it, just think about it. You wanna do it? Just do it. Alright? You 

don’t wanna do it you go about your very merry way, I don’t care. You understand? 

LOUIE nods. 

JAMIE: You’re a good kid. 

JAMIE opens the door. 

JAMIE: And don’t bring anybody over here, I don’t like people. And whatever you do, don’t get 

caught. Don’t be stupid. 

LOUIE: Gotcha. 

JAMIE: Alright?  

LOUIE: Thanks. Thanks again. 

LOUIE exits. 
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JAMIE: Don’t bring anybody over here. Just you. 

JAMIE smiles. Lights down.  

END SCENE 

  



Ben Webber  In The Woods 

20 
 

SCENE 9 

Lights up on the classroom. HOFFMAN is doing an experiment with gloves. He puts a liquid on an 

egg, and the egg explodes. The class (including DANNY, LOUIE and BRAD) laughs. The bell rings. 

HOFFMAN: Okay, wait wait! What have we learned? 

LOUIE: That you’re crazy? 

HOFFMAN: Okay that’s not bad, good observation. Okay, go ahead, go ahead. 

The class leaves. 

HOFFMAN: Oh, what a mess. That was fun, huh? 

LOUIE: Yeah, really fun. 

HOFFMAN: Hey, so…how’re you feeling about College?  

LOUIE: Ah…I dunno. 

HOFFMAN: Not too excited about science? There’s gonna be a lot- 

Suddenly, DANIELLE walks in. 

DANIELLE: Hey dad. 

HOFFMAN: Oh hey Danielle. Danielle, uh, do you know Louie? Louie, Danielle, Danielle, Louie. 

DANIELLE: Dad, stop. 

HOFFMAN: Oh, sorry. Honey, I gotta clean this all up before I can go. 

DANIELLE: But, ballet starts at 4. 

LOUIE: I can take care of it. 

HOFFMAN: Really? 

LOUIE: Yeah, no problem. 

HOFFMAN: Um…okay, great. Well, just put everything back in the supply closet. Clean up the egg. 

Yeah? 

LOUIE: Yeah. 

HOFFMAN: You don’t mind?  

LOUIE: No, not at all. 

HOFFMAN: Okay. Great, thanks. 



Ben Webber  In The Woods 

21 
 

DANIELLE: Thanks. 

HOFFMAN and DANIELLE exit. Lights up on LOUIE’S bedroom on the other half of the stage. SANDRA 

is sitting on the bed. Suddenly SANDRA rushes around his room, trying to find weed. LOUIE is 

frantically shoving scales into his bag in the classroom. LOUIE exits the classroom with a bag full of 

scales. Lights down on the classroom. He makes his way to his bedroom just as SANDRA has finish 

searching his room.  

SANDRA: Hey. 

LOUIE: Mum. 

SANDRA: Yeah, I got home early. Want to go out to dinner? 

LOUIE: No. 

SANDRA: Hey, I’m buying.  

LOUIE: No thanks. 

SANDRA: Hey.  

She grabs LOUIE’S arm. 

SANDRA: What is going on? 

LOUIE: What? 

SANDRA: What is going on? Something is up with you! 

LOUIE yanks his arm away. 

LOUIE: Nothing is up with me! 

LOUIE runs offstage. Lights down on the bedroom. On the other half of the stage, which has now 

been cleared, OLD LOUIE and LILY enter their house. LILY storms off across the room. 

LOUIE: Hey! 

LILY runs offstage, we hear the slamming of a door. 

LOUIE: Hey! We’re gonna have a talk! 

Lights down. 

END SCENE, END OF ACT 1. 
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ACT 2 

SCENE 1 

Lights up on the classroom. LOUIE is asleep. HOFFMAN is playing soothing ocean sounds through a 

tape player. HOFFMAN presses stop and LOUIE wakes up startled. The class giggles. 

HOFFMAN: And so, we learn that a sudden absence of sound can wake the sleeping mind, same as 

an alarm, out of silence. Good morning. 

LOUIE: Good morning. 

HOFFMAN: You okay? 

LOUIE: Yeah. 

HOFFMAN: You wanna go down, see the nurse? 

LOUIE shakes his head. 

LOUIE: I don’t need the nurse. 

HOFFMAN: Well, go anyway. Go on, go ahead. Get outta here. 

LOUIE gets up and leaves. 

HOFFMAN: Okay, back to neuroscience. What are dreams? Who has a thought on dreams? Anyone? 

Brad? 

BRAD: If you fart in your dream, do you fart in real life? 

Lights out. The stage is now JAMIE’S apartment. LOUIE has a big bag of scales, and knocks on his 

door. ALLISON opens the door. 

ALLISON: Who’re you? 

JAMIE: Who is it? What are ya? What are ya? 

JAMIE comes to the door. 

JAMIE: Ah, it’s the kid! How’re ya doing kid? Come on in! 

LOUIE comes into the room. ALLISON sits down on a sofa. 

JAMIE: How’re you doing? What-what was your-Lonnie? Was it Lonnie? 

LOUIE: It’s Louie. 

JAMIE: Lonnie. 

LOUIE: Louie. 
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JAMIE: Louie. Come on, sit down! Have a seat. 

LOUIE sits down. 

JAMIE: How’re you doing? 

LOUIE: I’m alright. 

JAMIE: So what can I do ya for? Oh, this is Allison. Allison, Louie. Louie, this is Allison. 

ALLISON: Hi. 

LOUIE: Hi. 

JAMIE: So, do ya want some product? What do you got? 

LOUIE: I’ve uh…actually got something for you. 

JAMIE: Yeah? What you got? What you got there? Presents? 

LOUIE gets the scales out. 

JAMIE: Holy shit! Ha! Holy shit! 

ALLISON: Well what’s that about? 

JAMIE: You did this. Louie, look at this. You did this. You stole these from school? 

LOUIE nods. 

JAMIE: That’s badass. 

ALLISON: That is badass. 

JAMIE: Yeah, that is badass. 

ALLISON smiles. 

JAMIE: Yeah, you see? What do ya think of that? She likes badass. What do you think of that? Look 

at him! So what did I say, an ounce per scale? Is that what it was? 

LOUIE: You actually said it was two ounces. 

JAMIE: Oh I did, did I?  

Silence. 

JAMIE: Well, that’s fair. 

JAMIE laughs. 

JAMIE: Alright, let’s do some business. Wanna do some business Louie? 
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JAMIE takes a cushion out of the sofa, revealing a compartment. He rifles through his stash of weed. 

He takes out a big bag. 

JAMIE: Here we are. Six ounces, give or take. There you are. 

JAMIE gives LOUIE the bag. 

JAMIE: It’s a good score kid. Good score. 

ALLISON: How’d you meet this kid? 

JAMIE: I dunno. I don’t know him! Never heard of him. He just came through my door and asked for 

some product the other day. Didn’t you Louie? Ask for some product? Now he shows up with some 

scientific equipment, he gets six ounces for it. Only cash exchange between him and I was like a ten-

spot weren’t it? 

ALLISON cuddles up to LOUIE. 

ALLISON: Wow. 

JAMIE: Yeah, wow is right. He’s got balls on both sides of his head. Look at him. 

ALLISON: What’re you gonna do with all that weed? 

Lights down. 

END SCENE 
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SCENE 2 

Lights up on DANNY’S bedroom. Music is playing in the background. BRAD, DANNY and LOUIE are 

smoking weed. 

DANNY: Louie that is so much weed you’ve got there. 

BRAD: You should sell it. Make a profit. Buy some shit. 

LOUIE: Buy what shit? I’m not gonna sell it, I’m gonna smoke it. And share it. 

BRAD: That’s a waste. 

DANNY: No it’s not, dumbass. He’s gonna get laid. Make friends. He’s gonna be king of this town 

with a big old bag of weed. Like a pimp. 

BRAD: Ah, this shit is so beautiful. 

Suddenly, a loud knocking at the door. 

DANNY: Who’s there? 

KENNY: Keep it down asshole. 

DANNY: Go away! 

KENNY: Keep it down, I got work in the morning! 

DANNY: Screw you! That’s my brother. Suck my dick! 

KENNY bursts into the room.  

DANNY: Holy shit. Kenny get outta my room! 

KENNY grabs the record from the player and smashes it against the wall. 

DANNY: Kenny- 

KENNY grabs DANNY and pushes him onto the floor. He then proceeds to beat him senseless. 

KENNY: I fucking told you! I told you to keep it down. 

DANNY: Stop! I won’t do it again! 

KENNY gets up. 

KENNY: You’re a loser. Look at you! You’re all losers. Up here, getting high. Mum is sick! What’s 

wrong with you? 

DANNY is moaning in agony. 
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KENNY: What kinda way is this to live? You ain’t even in College, and you’re wasted. You’re losers. 

You little shit. You little shit. 

KENNY storms out. DANNY is sobbing on the floor. Lights out. 

END SCENE 
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SCENE 3 

Lights up on the cafeteria. DANNY is having lunch. He has bruises all over his face. He notices a 

young kid watching him. 

DANNY: What’re you looking at? You wanna look like this? Stop looking. Douche. 

BRAD and LOUIE join him. 

DANNY: What’s up?  

LOUIE: What’s up? 

BRAD: What’s up? 

DANNY: Did you two just get high? Just now? 

BRAD and LOUIE start to laugh. 

DANNY: You two are both wasted. 

BRAD starts roaring. LAURIE turns to look at them, catching LOUIE’S eye. 

BRAD: I’m a rabbit’s asshole! 

LOUIE: Shut up. Please stop. 

LAURIE stops watching. 

DANNY: Listen, Louie. We’re gonna have this party, right? 

LOUIE: Yeah, but…where? 

DANNY: The woods!  

LOUIE: The woods? 

DANNY: Yeah, the woods. Look, nobody comes near the school at night. We get some cute girls, 

some nice chicks, alright? We get this show poppin’, what you say?  

LOUIE: Yeah. 

DANNY: Yeah, good idea, right? 

BRAD: Why are we having a party in the woods? 

DANNY AND LOUIE burst out laughing. BRAD starts laughing too. Lights down. 

END SCENE 
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SCENE 4 

Lights up on LOUIE’S bedroom. LOUIE’S FATHER is sitting on the bed. LOUIE enters. On the other half 

of the stage, OLD LOUIE is frying breakfast. He is clearly remember the scene of his childhood. 

FATHER: Hello Louie. 

LOUIE: Dad. 

Silence. 

LOUIE: What are you-? 

FATHER: I talked to your mother. She's fed up. 

She says she thinks you're having drugs. I told her of course you are. She doesn't know what to do 

anymore. I do. From now on, it's you and me. That's right, no more free ride. No more vagrant, loose 

behaviour. No more smoking your joints, popping your reds and your greenies, what have you? 

No more disgracing your family, no more. I'm gonna be your policeman, because you need one. 

How dare you? You think you can act like this? Not anymore. 

Silence. 

LOUIE: Hey. Fuck you. 

Silence. 

LOUIE: Did you hear me? I said, fuck you. I mean, I haven’t seen you in what, a month? I don’t even 

know! I don’t have to listen to you. I mean, who the fuck are you? You want it to be you and me? 

Fine. Then here's from me to you. Fuck you. Get out of my room!  

Silence. Then FATHER rises from the bed. He walks over to LOUIE and moves him out of the doorway, 

then leaves. Lights down on the bedroom. OLD LOUIE finishes making breakfast and exits the stage. 

Lights down. 

END SCENE 
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SCENE 5 

Lights up on the woods. Everyone is having a good time. Music is being played, people are chatting. 

LOUIE and DANNY are drinking beers and smoking. 

LOUIE: Hey, where’s Brad? 

DANNY: How should I know? 

LOUIE: It’s stupid that he’s not here. 

DANNY: Let’s go get him. Come on. 

They exit the stage. Clear the stage. DANNY and LOUIE come back on-stage. 

DANNY: Jesus Christ! Brad lives in a pretty big house doesn’t he? 

LOUIE: Yeah. 

LOUIE points above the audience’s heads. 

LOUIE: That’s his room right there. 

DANNY: Hey Brad! 

LOUIE: SHH! You’re gonna wake his parents up! 

DANNY: Who gives a shit? 

They both laugh. 

DANNY: Hey Brad’s mother, come out! 

LOUIE: Dude! 

DANNY: I’m waiting here! 

BRAD’s voice comes from off-stage. 

BRAD: What are you doing? 

LOUIE: What are you doing? You missed the party you asshole! 

BRAD: Hold on, get off the yard. I’ll meet you in the garage. 

Lights down. Lights back up on BRAD’S garage. LOUIE and DANNY are waiting. BRAD comes out in 

pyjamas and a dressing gown. 

DANNY: Dude, you wear pyjamas? No wonder I used to kick your ass. 

DANNY and LOUIE laugh. BRAD is not happy. 
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LOUIE: Hey, what’s wrong with you? 

BRAD: I can’t see you guys anymore. 

DANNY: What? 

BRAD: I-my mum, she found my weed. Taking me out of school, sending me to some weird academy. 

I don’t have the grades, but my dad’s alumni. So…I can’t see you guys anymore. They know 

everything. 

DANNY: They know what? 

DANNY shoves BRAD 

DANNY: They know WHAT?! 

LOUIE holds him back. 

LOUIE: Hey, hey! 

DANNY: What did you tell them, you pussy?! What did you tell them?! 

BRAD: I had to tell them, okay? 

DANNY smacks BRAD in the face, then starts beating him up on the ground. 

DANNY: You could send us to jail, you pussy! 

LOUIE: Stop it! 

LOUIE pulls DANNY off BRAD. 

BRAD: I hate you! And I’ve always hated you! 

DANNY: Who’re you talking to, yourself? You piece of shit. 

DANNY grabs a baseball bat and starts smashing up the garage. 

LOUIE: STOP IT! 

DANNY: What the hell is your problem? He sold you out! 

LOUIE: So? You don’t have to hit people! Why do you always have to hit people?! It’s because you’re 

a moron. You’re a stupid idiot. Stop it! 

Silence. 

DANNY: I’m getting outta here. You two are both fucking pussies. 

DANNY exits. Lights down 

END SCENE 
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SCENE 6 

Lights up on the classroom. HOFFMAN is teaching his class science. LOUIE is the only one of his 

friends there. 

HOFFMAN: Theresa asks a really fundamental question this week. What holds everything together, 

right? What makes the universe be all separate things that don't just fly apart, away from each 

other? Why do atoms bind to make water? Why does hydrogen stick to oxygen? Why don't they just 

go their separate ways? The answer is love. That’s right, the- 

SECRETARY enters the classroom. 

SECRETARY: Mr Hoffman? 

HOFFMAN: Yes? 

SECRETARY: The headmaster wants to see Louie in his office right now 

Students all “oooo” 

HOFFMAN: Okay, okay, okay! Louie, you’d better go. 

SECRETARY: Mr Hoffman, he wants to see you too. 

HOFFMAN: OOOOOOO 

Class giggles. Lights out. Lights up on a clear stage. HOFFMAN, LOUIE and SECRETARY are walking in 

a circle. 

HOFFMAN: What do you think this is all about? 

LOUIE: I dunno. 

HOFFMAN: Hey, can I ask you something? 

LOUIE: What?  

SECRETARY: Here we are. Go right on in. 

Lights down. Lights up in the headmaster’s office. MR MINER is by his desk, with two chairs on the 

opposite side of his desk. 

MINER: Louie, take a seat. 

LOUIE and HOFFMAN sit. 

HOFFMAN: So, Doug? What can we do for you? 

MINER: Mr Hoffman, I think we have the answers to what’s happened to your scales. You are aware, 

aren’t you, that there are ten scales missing from the supply closet? 

HOFFMAN: Yeah, I noticed we were light on scales. 
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MINER: Well, it has come to my attention that the culprit is sitting here right next to you. Louie has 

been stealing scales from the supply closet, systematically, and trading them for drugs. 

HOFFMAN hangs his head. 

MINER: He He's been distributing those drugs throughout the school and beyond at an alarming 

rate. Now, the scales being worth about £300 each constitute grand theft. So… 

HOFFMAN: Jesus. Jesus Christ. Oh my God. Doug. Doug! 

MINER: Yes? 

HOFFMAN: How stupid are you? 

MINER: Excuse me?! 

HOFFMAN: I said, Doug, how stupid are you? I mean, the school is filled with worthless kids. 

Danny McDowell? Mike Ontario? Any of those kids from down the lake. Look, you could pin this on 

any one of them and you'd be right. But Louie? This is a sensitive, intelligent kid. I mean, he's going 

through his shit 'cause he's a teen, but this is a gentle kid. He's one of my best students. Are you 

gonna sit there and tell me that he did this by himself? This is obviously the work of a gang of 

criminals. And he's not one of them. 

MINER: George! 

HOFFMAN: And, Doug You can't bring a fucking minor into your office and accuse them. There are 

laws. Do you have proof against Louie? What's your proof? 

MINER: Well I’ve- we’ve heard it was him! 

HOFFMAN: You heard? 

Silence. 

MINER: Yeah. 

HOFFMAN: You know what makes me mad here? I have been begging you people in this office for 

years to do something about the drugs and the crime that goes on here. My own car has been 

broken into three times in this parking lot. You have done nothing. You let these kids rot and now 

you're gonna try to hornswoggle this kid, never done anything to anyone? Jesus goddamn Christ-- 

Come on, Louie. Shame on you. 

HOFFMAN and LOUIE exit. Lights down. 

END SCENE 
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SCENE 7 

Lights up on JAMIE’S apartment. He is searching his apartment, trying to find his cat. 

JAMIE: You're such a good girl. You're such a good girl, come here. Okay, you ready? Come on, I 

need you to- I need you to cooperate with me here. Come on. Got it-come on, damn it. Pepper, 

come on, look, hey, you gotta have your drops. You understand me? You wanna go blind? Huh? No? 

You wanna go blind? No, you don't wanna go blind. 

Knocking at the door. 

JAMIE: Ah shit. Okay, we’ll do this later. Reprieve from the governor. Filthy animal. 

JAMIE opens his door. LOUIE is there. 

JAMIE: Oh hey Louie. Come on in.  

LOUIE shuffles in. 

JAMIE: Don’t touch the cat. He’s got a yeast infection in his eye. Don’t ask me how, I dunno. 

Disgusting. So, what have you got? What can I do you for?  

LOUIE: I need to get the scales back. 

Silence. 

JAMIE: What? 

LOUIE: Can I get them back? 

JAMIE starts laughing. 

JAMIE: You want me to get the ten scales back from the drug dealers I sold them to? 

LOUIE: I’ll find a way to pay you back, I just need to return them. 

JAMIE: How’re you gonna pay me back? You still got that weed I gave you? 

LOUIE: I smoked it. 

JAMIE: You smoked it. All of it? 

LOUIE: I shared it, but I- 

JAMIE: You shared it? Well, that's nice of you. But now you got nothing. Mmm. Not so smart after 

all, are you? Louie, Louie. Louie, Louie. I gotta help you, now, right? I'll help you out-- I gotta help you 

out. Come here. Come here. 

JAMIE slams LOUIE into the wall, holding him there with his hand on his neck. 
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JAMIE: Just breathe, you okay? You're all right. You're all right, aren't you? You're all right. 

You listening to me? You listening? You scared? Okay, 'cause a second ago, you weren't scared. 

You're scared now? 

LOUIE: Yeah. 

JAMIE lets go, but still corners LOUIE. LOUIE gasps for breath. 

JAMIE: What do you think? Huh? 'Cause you're a kid, I ain't gonna hurt you? You think this is games? 

No, no. This is man shit right here. You understand that? You're not a kid, you're a man now. You 

stole property, Louie. A lot of property. What is that, ten scales…that's like two grand, isn't it? That's 

larceny. That is some sick shit. I never did nothing like that, nothing like that. From your own school? 

That's some sick shit. That's some real man shit right there. Jesus sit down, sit down. 

JAMIE hurls LOUIE onto a chair. LOUIE is sobbing. 

JAMIE: You're a criminal now. You understand that, right? You think you're innocent 'cause you're a 

kid, right? No. No. You're not. You did this, Louie, you did this. Right? 

LOUIE: I did this. 

JAMIE: What'd you do? You got stupid, didn't you? You got greedy. You got caught. Dumb, dumb 

dummy. This is yours. You did it. Now it's consequences. You came to me, remember? I don't sell to 

kids, never, not ever. You came to me, you brought these scales to me, now you want 'em back? 

Well, there is no back, you understand that? Not for you, not ever. 

LOUIE: I don’t know what to do! 

JAMIE: I don't know what to do. Ahh. Well, you gotta figure that out, don't you? You know, more 

importantly. I need you to convince me that your shitty shit man shit is not gonna get all over me 

and I'm not gonna get a knock on my door I don't want. You understand? 

JAMIE leans in close to LOUIE. 

JAMIE: 'Cause I don't like surprises. I don't like surprises. You remember I told you that. Louie, what, 

what do I gotta do? What do I gotta do now? Huh? Do I gotta hurt you? No. Do I gotta cut off your 

goddamn finger, shove up your ass, is that where we are? 

LOUIE: No. 

JAMIE: Look, I gotta- I got things I gotta do. Now I gotta do this now? Huh? This is your mess. This is 

your man shit mess. You clean it up. Get the fuck out of here. 

LOUIE scrabbles to the door and leaves. Lights down. 

END SCENE 
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SCENE 8 

Lights up on the entrance of school. A group of kids has gathered. A policeman has handcuffed 

DANNY and is leading him away. DANNY and LOUIE make eye contact, then DANNY leaves the 

stage. MR MINER enters. 

MINER: Louie. In here, now. 

MINER and LOUIE both go off-stage. Lights down, then up on MINER’S office. LOUIE sits down on 

the chair, opposite MINER. 

LOUIE: What happened to DANNY? 

MINER: He was arrested for beating up Brad Diver. Vandalism. A whole bunch of other stuff. You 

know, you guys are like the worst class we ever had in this school. So, good riddance. I'm done with 

you. Listen. I know you took the scales. We both know you're guilty. But here's the thing. There's 

nothing I gotta do about it. I gotta drop it, I gotta let it go. I mean, I'm not a policeman, I'm not 

equipped to handle a crime like this, I'm an educator. And I think you got yourself into something 

you can't handle the repercussions. It's not easy for a kid like you to take on what you did, so I'm 

gonna take it on for you. Yeah, it's gonna hurt my budget, it'll impact my record, but I'm a man. I can 

take it. But you know what? I feel sorry for you. 'Cause when this comes back to visit and you 

someday have to face what you did here? Go on. Go finish out your year. You don't have much 

longer anyway. Go. 

LOUIE leaves the office. Lights down. 

END SCENE 
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SCENE 9 

Lights up on LOUIE’S bedroom. SANDRA is sitting on it, waiting for him. 

LOUIE: Hi. 

SANDRA: Do you have something to tell me? 

LOUIE: No? 

SANDRA stands up. 

SANDRA: Do you have something to say to me?! 

Silence. 

SANDRA: I am your mother, do you have anything to say to your mother?!  

Silence 

SANDRA: You haven't said a word to me in months. 

You're not even here. I mean, who are you? We used to be friends, do you remember that? Back 

when you were a person? 'Cause you're not now. You know what you are? And I don't care if it's the 

drugs or what, but do you want to know what you are to me, in this house? 

Silence 

SANDRA: You're boring. You're sullen, you're vacant. You show me no love. 

Silence 

SANDRA: WHAT ARE YOU?! I mean, who cares? Do you care? I don't. I do not care. 

I don't care anymore, okay? I can't. I can't do this. I am sorry that I have to work all day and that I am 

not here, okay? But I don't know what to do. I'm sorry, but it's just me here. And I thought that we 

had a deal. 

Silence 

SANDRA: Where are you? This is not fair. 

You know what, Louie? I don't like you. I don't. And if this shit doesn't change, I mean, you're gonna 

be in College come September and if this stays like this, you're not staying here. And I don't care 

where you're going, okay? I DON’T CARE!  

LOUIE storms out. 

SANDRA: Go! 

LOUIE goes to the other half of the stage, which has been turned into the forest. Lights down on 

LOUIE’S bedroom, which clears and is replaced with OLD LOUIE’S kitchen, with OLD Louie in it. As 

YOUNG LOUIE lies down to sleep on the leaves, LILY enters the kitchen.  
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LILY: What time is it? 

LOUIE: It’s 6 o’ clock. You had a long nap. Have a seat. 

LILY sits down, whilst LOUIE brings her a fry-up. 

LOUIE: Here you go.   

LILY tucks into her fry-up. As she does so, SANDRA finds YOUNG LOUIE in the forest, and rests down 

beside him. Lights down. 

END SCENE. 
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SCENE 10 

Lights up on HOFFMAN’S house. LOUIE knocks on the door. DANIELLE answers. 

DANIELLE: Hey, what’re you- 

LOUIE: Is you dad home? I need to see him. 

DANIELLE: Uh yeah, come in. 

LOUIE walks in. HOFFMAN is cooking. 

DANIELLE: We’re going to Martha’s Vineyard for the summer. He’s doing one last big dinner. Dad! 

HOFFMAN turns around. 

HOFFMAN: Hey! What’re you doing here? You want some dinner? We’ve got plenty of food- 

LOUIE: I stole the scales. I stole all ten of them. I sold them to a dealer, I-He gave me pot, and I 

smoked it. I got a bunch of kids high and I tried to get them back, I did, but I can't. But I stole them 

and I'm sorry. I'm sorry. 

Deathly silence. HOFFMAN is shocked. He turns around, back to LOUIE. Eventually, LOUIE exits. 

Lights down. 

END SCENE 
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SCENE 11 

Lights up on a school councillor’s office (ONE HALF OF THE STAGE). The COUNCILLOR is listening to 

LOUIE’S story. 

COUNCILLOR: Wow. Sounds like you had a pretty dramatic year. But the truth is…I mean, look, 

you're a teenager. You did a bunch of drugs. You were medicating. Your parents got divorced a 

couple of years ago. I think…I think that was just too hard for you. It was just too much. So you 

turned to drugs to cope. 

COUNCILLOR takes a sip of tea. 

LOUIE: No, I don’t think so. 

COUNCILLOR: No? Why? 

LOUIE: Well, I don't really care about my parents divorcing. It's no big deal. I don't have any feelings 

about it, really. 

COUNCILLOR: Yeah, so the drugs are working. Look, you gotta give yourself a break, man. You're not 

a bad guy. I suggest you try to stop the drugs and make better choices, from here on out. That's all 

you can do. Your parents can't help you. They don't know what to do because they're part of your 

problem and they're not perfect. So it's up to you. If you need help, I'm here. And so is your mom. 

Lights down on COUNCILLOR’S office. Lights up on OLD LOUIE and LILY in the kitchen, with LILY still 

eating. 

LILY: Are you gonna say a big thing now? About the pot and everything? 

Silence. LOUIE is contemplating. 

LOUIE: No. Just saying goodbye to your childhood, I guess…maybe…no. 

Silence. 

LOUIE: Just, I love you. And I’m here. That’s all I got. 

More silence. 

LOUIE: Well…do you wanna hug? 

LOUIE spread his arms, and gives LILY a big hug. Lights up on the other half of the stage which has 

been cleared. YOUNG LOUIE and SANDRA meet each other, and hug. Lights down. 

END 

 


